Can the nursing profession win the game?
The ebb and flow of a basketball game is analogous to the nursing profession's recent past, its current state, and where the profession is heading. The metaphor of a basketball game provides a way of describing the timing of events that have shaped nursing over the past 20 years, and whether and how the next 15 years will be looked upon by historians as the greatest period in the history of the nursing profession. For this outcome to occur, nurses and the profession's leaders must see that the set of third quarter challenges are opportunities to deepen nursing's social relevance and its commitment to increase the health of people.